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_____________________________________________________________________
Welcome! This Sunday and the next two call us to join in the hymn of all creation – with the wrens and robins, otters
and owls, baboons and butterflies, elm trees and pine trees, rice and snow peas, grass and grasshoppers, lava and
lake, mountains and seas – all created things everywhere. We are invited to join the communion of all creation to let
heaven and nature sing and to let all creation join as one, to praise God’s holy name. All together the choir of
creation acknowledges God as the inexhaustible source of life and goodness.*

“Let the field exult and everything in it.” Psalm 96:12
The people’s responses are in b
 old.

The Entrance Rite
The people stand as able.
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 O God of Earth and Altar
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THE OPENING ACCLAMATION
Blessed be the one, holy and living God.
Glory to God forever and ever. Amen.
Christ, we come into your presence today to worship in this sanctuary called Earth,
A planet filled with your presence, sheltered in the forests, flourishing in the land,
expectant in the wilderness, flowing in the rivers.

God, reveal yourself to us and show us your face in all creation.
Holy! Holy! Holy! Earth is filled with the Creator’s presence.

HYMN OF PRAISE • 412

Earth and all stars (vss. 1-2)
Earth and all stars, loud rushing planets,
sing to the Lord a new song!
O victory, loud shouting army,
sing to the Lord a new song!

H. Brokering

RefrainGod has done marvelous things.
I, too, will praise him with a new song!
Hail, wind and rain, loud blowing snowstorms,
sing to the Lord a new song!
Flowers and trees, loud rustling dry leaves,
sing to the Lord a new song!

The Word of God
THE COLLECT FOR THE DAY
 God be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

God, our Creator, we celebrate your presence among us and our kin in creation, especially in the soil, the
fields and the land. Help us to empathize with your creatures who suffer. Lift our spirits to rejoice with the
land, the flowers of the field and all the creatures of the countryside. In the name of Christ, who reconciles
and renews all things in creation. Amen.

The people are seated.

THE FIRST READING: Exodus 14:19-31
A reading from the book of Exodus.
The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and went behind them; and the
pillar of cloud moved from in front of them and took its place behind them. It came between the army
of Egypt and the army of Israel. And so the cloud was there with the darkness, and it lit up the night;
one did not come near the other all night.
Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The Lord drove the sea back by a strong east wind all
night, and turned the sea into dry land; and the waters were divided. The Israelites went into the sea
on dry ground, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. The Egyptians
pursued, and went into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and chariot drivers. At the
morning watch the Lord in the pillar of fire and cloud looked down upon the Egyptian army, and
threw the Egyptian army into panic. He clogged their chariot wheels so that they turned with
difficulty. The Egyptians said, “Let us flee from the Israelites, for the Lord is fighting for them against
Egypt.”

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the water may come back
upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot drivers.” So Moses stretched out his hand over the
sea, and at dawn the sea returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled before it, the Lord tossed
the Egyptians into the sea. The waters returned and covered the chariots and the chariot drivers, the
entire army of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea; not one of them remained. But the
Israelites walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and
on their left.
Thus the Lord saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the
seashore. Israel saw the great work that the Lord did against the Egyptians. So the people feared the
Lord and believed in the Lord and in his servant Moses.
The Word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 114 (prayed together in unison)
1

Hallelujah! When Israel came out of Egypt,
the house of Jacob from a people of strange speech,

2

Judah became God's sanctuary and Israel his dominion.

3

The sea beheld it and fled; Jordan turned and went back.

4

The mountains skipped like rams, and the little hills like young sheep.

5

What ailed you, O sea, that you fled? O Jordan, that you turned back?

6

You mountains, that you skipped like rams? you little hills like young sheep?

7

Tremble, O earth, at the presence of the Lord, at the presence of the God of Jacob,

8

Who turned the hard rock into a pool of water and flint-stone into a flowing spring.

THE SECOND READING: Romans 5:12-17
Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death came through sin, and so death
spread to all because all have sinned— sin was indeed in the world before the law, but sin is not reckoned
when there is no law. Yet death exercised dominion from Adam to Moses, even over those whose sins
were not like the transgression of Adam, who is a type of the one who was to come. But the free gift is not
like the trespass. For if the many died through the one man’s trespass, much more surely have the grace of
God and the free gift in the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, abounded for the many. And the free gift is
not like the effect of the one man’s sin. For the judgement following one trespass brought condemnation,
but the free gift following many trespasses brings justification. If, because of the one man’s trespass, death
exercised dominion through that one, much more surely will those who receive the abundance of grace and
the free gift of righteousness exercise dominion in life through the one man, Jesus Christ.
The Word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.
The people stand as able at the introduction of the hymn.
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Lord, thou hast searched me and dost know 
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THE HOLY GOSPEL
The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Matthew (12:38-40).
Glory to you, O Christ.
Then some of the scribes and Pharisees said to him, ‘Teacher, we wish to see a sign from you.’ But he
answered them, ‘An evil and adulterous generation asks for a sign, but no sign will be given to it
except the sign of the prophet Jonah. For just as Jonah was for three days and three nights in the belly
of the sea monster, so for three days and three nights the Son of Man will be in the heart of the earth.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
The people are seated at the invitation of the homilist.

THE HOMILY

A moment for silent reflection follows the homily.

The Rev. Allison Sandlin Liles

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
We believe that God creates all things, renews all things and celebrates all things.
We believe Earth is a sanctuary, a sacred planet filled with God’s presence,
a home for us to share with our kin.
We believe that God became flesh and blood, became a piece of Earth,
a human being called Jesus Christ,
who lived and breathed and spoke among us,
suffered and died on a cross for all human beings
and for all creation.
We believe that the risen Jesus is the Christ at the core of creation,
reconciling all things to God,
renewing all creation and filling the cosmos.
We believe the Holy Spirit renews life in creation,
groans in empathy with a suffering creation and waits with us for the rebirth of creation.
We believe that with Christ we will rise and with Christ we will celebrate a new creation. +

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Presider Let us pray for the revealing of the reign of God in the world, now and always:
In the beginning, God was.
Here and now, God is.
In the future, God will be.
Creator of earth, sea, and sky, kindle the fire of your Spirit within us that we may be bold to heal and defend
the earth around us, and pour your blessing and guidance on our elected officials, and upon the people and
organizations working everywhere for the good of the planet.
God, Giver of life,

Hear our prayer.
Breath of life, receive our thanks for the beauty of our local habitat and all its inhabitants, and lend
us the wisdom and will to conserve them.
God, Giver of life,
 Hear our prayer.
Light and source of life, heal and redeem the wounds of your creation, and visit the places and people who
suffer from our indifference, neglect, and greed.
God, Giver of life,
Hear our prayer.
Lover of all you have made, we thank you for the wondrous diversity of your creatures, and we pray for their
well-being. Silence
God, Giver of life,
 Hear our prayer.
Author of the book of nature, receive our gratitude for the places of restoration and healing, and challenge us to
sustain the places that feed our lives and spirits.
God, Giver of life,
 Hear our prayer.
Wise Creator whose works are full of mystery, give us wonder and appreciation for your creatures
with whom we find ourselves in conflict.
God, Giver of life,
 Hear our prayer.
Giver of all good gifts, awaken us daily to our dependence upon your generosity, and make us
always thankful for the abundance of your blessings.
God, Giver of life,
 Hear our prayer.
Joy of human hearts, heal our human communities, especially those where your word is not heard, or where
neglect, violence, greed, and warfare increase the suffering and need of people and other creatures.
God, Giver of life,
 Hear our prayer.
Comforter of all the earth, sustain the people worshiping together today and all who desire and need your
presence and help, especially  _____________. (The people may add their petitions.)
God, Giver of life,
Hear our prayer.
Rock and refuge of all your creatures, receive into everlasting mercy all those who have died.
God, Giver of life,
Hear our prayer.
Presider Great Spirit God, we give you thanks for another day on this earth. We give you thanks for this day
to enjoy the compassionate goodness of you, our Creator. We acknowledge with one mind our respect and

gratefulness to all the sacred cycle of life. Bind us together in the circle of compassion to embrace all living
creatures and one another. Amen.
(source: Native American/Alaska Native and Native Hawaiian Liturgies, prepared for the 76th General Convention of the
Episcopal Church, July 2009, Anaheim, California)

THE CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION
 Let us pray also for the forgiveness of our sins.
Have mercy upon us, most merciful God;
in your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown,
things done and left undone; and so uphold us by your Spirit
that we may live and serve you in newness of life,
to the honor and glory of your Name;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen
you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.
Presider
All

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, together we pray,
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be always with you.
And also with you.

THE BLESSING
Live without fear: your Creator has made you holy, has always protected you, and loves you as a mother.
Go in peace to follow the good road and may God’s blessing be with you always. Amen. (Saint Clare)

THE DISMISSAL
In the name of Christ go in peace, rejoicing in the good gifts of the Creator. Alleluia! Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!
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When morning gilds the skies 
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*The Season of Creation: A Preaching Commentary (Habel, Rhoads, and Santmire, eds., Fortress Press) 2011
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